
 
 

 

 

NDPS GENERAL COMPETITION RULES 
& CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 

1 Competition Ethos   

1.1 This document contains the general competition rules for ALL internal competitions at 

Norwich & District Photographic Society (NDPS), together with guidelines for submitting 

prints and digital files. Please read these guidelines carefully before submitting your 

photographs.  If you need any clarification of these rules, please ask the Competition 

Secretary who will be pleased to help. 

1.2 Competitions have been an integral part of each season at NDPS for more than one 

hundred (100) years.  The first recorded trophy ‘The Gurney Cup’ was first presented in 

1909 for the best ‘local record photography’.  ‘The Buston Cup’ first presented in 1929 

for  ‘landscape photography’ is the oldest trophy in use today for the same purpose 

and ‘The Phil Cooper Memorial Trophy’ first presented in 1978 is still today presented to 

the ‘Photographer of the Year’.  Further in 2016 NDPS hosted its 100th Annual Exhibition 

at Norwich Cathedral.  Today, in total more than twenty-five (25) trophies are awarded 

annually.  In conclusion, photographic competitions have always been and will 

continue to be essential part of the Society’s DNA. 

1.3 However, the main benefit to members submitting their photographs is to obtain an 

independent appraisal of their work and learn how to improve their photography. As 

such, a ‘competition’ does not need to be entered for competitive reasons - you can 

enter simply to obtain some useful feedback about your work.  NDPS’s main objective is 

to help each members to become the best photographer they can be...! 

1.4 Photographs are normally assessed by an external judge recommended by the East 

Anglian Federation of Photographic Societies (EAF). Judges will be experienced 

photographers who have received specific training, organised by the EAF, to ensure 

that common criteria are used. 

1.5 It is the intention of NDPS to encourage as wide a variety of work as possible, since 

versatility reflects the skill of the photographer. This aim will be frustrated if entries from 

individual members become unduly repetitious. 

 

2 NDPS Competitions 

2.1 Each season NDPS organises different types of photographic competition that can be 

summarised as follows: 

a) ‘league or monthly’ competition - played out over a number of rounds for 

example, ‘Photographer of the Year’ 

b) ‘annual’  competition -  where the judge is not required to score individual entries 

but simply select the ‘best’ entry for example, ‘Annual Print Panel Award’ and 

‘Image (print and PDI) of the Year’ 

c) ‘ad hoc fun’ competition 

d) ‘qualifying ‘competition – where a threshold score and/or other criteria must first 

be met for a photograph to be entered in a ‘main’ competition (for example, EAF 



 
 

 

Championships) or to be accepted for an exhibition (for example the NDPS 

Annual Exhibition). 

 

3 Eligibility and Copyright 

3.1 An image can only be entered ONCE (either as a ‘print’ or ‘PDI’) in a season in  the 

same competition.  

3.2 If an image has been hung as a print in an Annual Exhibition held by NDPS it cannot be 

submitted either as a ‘print’ or a ‘PDI’ in a future NDPS competition 

3.2 The copyright and other intellectual property rights of all Images (both print and digital 

images) entered for a competition organised by NDPS must belong exclusively to the 

member and must not in any way infringe any copyright or other intellectual property 

right of any third-party. 

3.3 In all NDPS competitions, all aspects of the image must be entirely the member’s own 

work and primarily originate from a photographic image captured using a camera. In 

the case of doubt members should refer to the guidance regarding plagiarism that can 

be downloaded from the NDPS website and/or seek clarification from the Competition 

Secretary.   Images made completely by computer software and having no 

photographic content are not allowed. 

3.4 Also the use of royalty-free or copyright-free images to which nobody owns the 

copyright is not allowed. 

3.5 If the copyright of or other intellectual property rights of any third party have been 

infringed, then the Member will indemnify NDPS in respect of any third-party claims. 

3.6 The copyright of all entries remains with the member. 

3.7 The member will normally be credited if the image is used by NDPS. 

3.8 NDPS reserves the right to reproduce, without payment, any image(s) for publicity and 

promotion purposes about the competition and any other normal NDPS’s activities, 

including any external competitions NDPS may enter including publication on the NDPS 

website for up to three (3) years from their submission (this means images will be deleted 

by NDPS during the fourth year after the competition).  

3.9 Images will not be published on the website if they are considered by the Committee to 

be unsuitable for display in a public place.  In addition, if there is any doubt as to the 

eligibility of an image in accordance with these rules it will be withdrawn from the 

website whilst the dispute is resolved. 

3.10 If requested to do so a member will be required to provide a high-resolution digital 

copy of the original image(s) for the purposes stated in paragraph 3.9 above. 

 

4 Submission of entries 

4.1 Digital images being entered into all NDPS competitions must be submitted to the 

Competition Secretary no later than midnight seven (7) days prior to the competition, 

using the NDPS Dropbox file submission protocol available on the Society’s website.  

4.2 A member may send digital images to the Competition Secretary in advance of a 

competition from which the member may be absent for whatever reason.  The Dropbox 



 
 

 

folder for individual competitions will be opened not later than fourteen (14) days in 

advance of the competition date but the general ‘Just Submit an Image’ folder is 

always open and can be used in an emergency.  However, in an emergency the 

correct naming convention should still be used so the image can be moved into the 

correct competition.  

4.3 Members are solely responsible for ensuring that they comply fully with the above 

specification and method of submitting images.  Members should be aware that 

incorrectly formatted, sized or titled images risk being rejected when being ‘submitted’ 

to NDPS and not being included in the competition. 

4.4 Any image so similar as to be nearly identical, may contravene the Conditions of Entry 

(see also paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2 above), and may be disallowed.  

4.5 Where an image is disallowed, the Competition Secretary shall inform the entrant as 

soon as is practicable, and allow the image to be replaced, where at all possible. 

 

5 Definitions for NDPS competitions 

5.1 There are normally TWO (2) different types of competition.  These are summarised as 

follows: 

a) Defined  - is a competition where the images entered in the competition should 

conform with a pre-decided ‘theme’.   

b) Open – is a competition where there is no restriction on subject matter. 

5.3 Other definitions that apply to competitions include:  

a) Nature & wildlife - The definition dated February 2018 published by the 

Photographic Alliance of Great Britain shall apply to all nature and wildlife 

images.  A copy of the current PAGB definition can be downloaded from the 

Society’s website. 

b) Monochrome - Monochrome images will consist of ONE (1) colour and white only. 

The choice of colour is left to the author.  Toning may be employed to create an 

overall cast such as Sepia Toning over the whole image.  No other colour is to be 

introduced in any part of the image. 

c) Colour – An image that does not comply with the definition given in paragraph 

5.3b) is a colour image 

 

6 Image manipulation 

6.1 Manipulation allowed will be stated in the rules for each competition (or round) but 

generally three conditions apply: 

a) Condition 1 - in line with EAF guidelines, NDPS has decided that digital 

manipulation of colour and monochrome images IS permissible, provide such 

manipulation does not alter the TRUTH (Reality) of the out of the camera image  

b) Condition 2 - no limits are set to the amount of manipulation employed on an 

image. Such manipulation may not always be apparent to the viewer – or may 

be extreme and readily apparent (Altered Reality). The choice rest with the 

author provided all elements in the finished image originate from the author’s 



 
 

 

own image.  

 

However, use of third party brushes and/or textures is not permitted and the use of 

other third-party image elements is also prohibited. 

c) Condition 3 – applies to images of subjects such as wildlife & nature and 

reportage where there are established standards for the manipulation of these 

subjects/images including: 

i) General adjustments, such as contrast, saturation, sharpness, white 

balance, shadows/highlights, digital graduated grey filter and local 

adjustments (such as dodge and burn) and removal of vignetting, only if 

done with moderation and retaining the original character of the image.  

ii) Removal of chromatic aberrations and lens distortion 

iii) Removal of sensor spots. 

iv) Cropping, as long as you keep a high resolution image with at least 3000 

pixels on the longest side. 

v) Multiple exposures provided the image is constructed inside the camera 

itself 

vi) Panoramas straight out of the camera or stitched with software outside the 

camera are both allowed on the condition that individual photographs are 

available upon request 

vii) HDR manipulation and focus stacking via software outside the camera, 

provided these techniques are used with moderation and do not 

compromise the natural character of the image 

ix) Black and white rendition. 

However, the following techniques are not allowed: 

x) Addition of elements in the image. 

xi) Removal of elements in the image other than sensor spots or disturbing 

elements bigger than 3 % of the image. 

xii) Overall, manipulated images that are clearly exaggerated will be 

disqualified,  The judge will decide upon this.  

 

7 Preparation of Prints and Digital Images 

7.1 Specification for Prints: 

a) Prints may be any size or aspect ratio within the following limits: 

b) prints should not be less than 300cm2 in area with the shortest side being not less 

than 15cm long; 

c) prints should not be larger than A3; and 

d)  the mount must be 40cm x 50cm (it is recommended that neutral coloured mount 

is used). 



 
 

 

e) the print must be securely protected with a ‘backing card’ that fully covers the 

entire print (as a minimum) 

7.2 Prints should be labelled in the top left corner, on the back of the mount with the title of 

the  image, and the Member’s name.  To eliminate doubt the top of the image should 

also be clearly marked on the back: TOP or by an arrow pointing to the top. 

7.3 Digital (PDIs) copies of the prints to be entered in a print competition must be submitted 

to the Competition Secretary no later than Midnight seven (7) days prior to the date of 

competition,  

7.4 Prints must be handed in no later than 15 minutes before the start of the print 

competition. 

7.5 Specification for Digital Images  

a) Digital images must be formatted to fit within a frame of 1,600 pixels wide x 1,200 

pixels high.  Therefore, a portrait image must not be more than 1,200 pixels tall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Digital images must also be Jpegs, in sRGB colour profile. 

c) Image resolution should not be less than 72ppi.  A range of 72 to 150ppi is 

preferred. 

d) The image file size should ideally, not exceed 1.5Mb but larger file sizes may be 

submitted.  However, larger files may be reduced to below 1.5Mb at the 

discretion of the Competition Secretary. 

e) Digital images must, unless otherwise directed by the Competition Secretary prior 

to the competition, be NAMED exactly as follows including the use of CAPITAL 

LETTERS where indicated, the competition reference, and also without characters 

such as hyphens, apostrophes etc.: 

 

 

IMAGE TITLE_First Surname_Reference 

For example, TRANQUIL MILL STREAM_John Smith_POTY1.jpg 

f) The Reference to be used for each competition will be advised in the rules for 

each competition together with the deadline by which submissions must be 

received. 

1,600 pixels 

1,200 pixels 



 
 

 

g) The digital files metadata should include and confirm the author’s identity. 

  

8 Scoring 

8.1 All images entered in a competition will be scored out of TEN (10) marks in increments of 

half a mark by the appointed judge. 

8.2 The judge will also normally be expected to select a first, second, third and fourth best 

entry. 

8.3 The judge will be expected to deduct marks if an image is off-theme – see paragraphs 

5.1b) and 5.1c) above. 

8.4 The judge’s decision in all competitions is final and NDPS members shall not discuss any 

comments made by the judge in marking an image either during the competition or at 

any other time directly with the judge.  Any member who has concerns regarding a 

judge’s comments or marks must communicate them discreetly to the Competition 

Secretary. 

8.5 The judge(s) will be made aware of the rules and guidance notes provided for each 

competition prior to the date of the competition. 

 

9 Reproduction 

9.1  NDPS reserves the right to reproduce, without payment, any images for publicity and 

promotion purposes about the competition and any other normal NDPS’s activities, 

including any external competitions NDPS may enter and publication within NDPS’s 

website for up to THREE (3) years from their submission (this means images will be 

deleted from NDPS during the fourth year after the competition).  

9.2 Images will not be published on the website if they are considered by the Competition 

Secretary (after consulting the Committee) to be unsuitable to be displayed in a public 

place.  In addition, if there is any doubt as to the eligibility of an image in accordance 

with these rules it will be withdrawn from the Society’s website whilst the dispute is 

resolved. 

9.3 If requested to do so a Member will be required to provide a high-resolution digital 

copy of an image(s) for the purposes stated in paragraphs 9.1 and 9.2 above. 

 

10 Personal data 

10.1 NDPS may hold and process personal information which members supply, in relation to 

NDPS or any other competition. 

10.2 NDPS undertakes not to pass on members’ email address or personal data to any third-

party for any reason without the member’s permission. 

10.3 Records will be kept by NDPS of all images entered in the Society’s competitions.  This 

will include the name of the photographer and the title of the image. 

 


